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CONFIDENTIAL ISLAMABAD 9237 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PK, AF 

SUB J : PAK-AFGHAN RELATIONS 

REF: KABUL 6502 

1. MNA IS PLEASED WITH MODERATE TONE ON AFGHAN DEPUTY 
FOREIGN MINISTER WAHID ABDULLAH’S UNGA SPEECH. MFA 
DIRECTOR GENERAL (AFGHANISTAN). MANSUR AHMED, TOLD 

POL COUNSELOR OCTOBER 6 THAT WHILE PAKS WOULD HAVE 
PREFERRED THAT ABDULLAH MAKE NO STATEMENT ABOUT 
PUKHTUNISTAN, THEY FOUND HIS FORMULATION MUCH MILDER 
THAN HIS COMMENTS AT 29TH UNGA. 

2. MANSUR AHMED SAID THAT MINISER OF STATE AZIZ AHMED'S 
OCTOBER 3 SPEECH TO UNGA CONSTITITED GOP REPLY TO WAHID 
ABDULLAH. HE CHARACTERIZED THIS AS EQUALLY MODERATE. 

(WE DO NOT HAVE TEXT OF AZIZ'S COMMENTS ON AFGHANISTAN. 
ACCORDING TO ACCOUNTS FROM NEW YORK CARRIED IN PAK PRESS, 
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AZIZ SAID PAKISTAN WOULD CONTINUE TO STRIVE TO NORMALIZE 
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ITS RELATIONS WITH ALL ITS NEIGHBORS. WITH AFGHANISTAN, 
ACCOUNTS STATE, HE STRESSED HISTORICAL, CULTURAL, GEO- 
GRAPHIC AND ECONOMIC TIES, AND REPORTEDLY SAID THAT GIVEN 
GOODWILL, FRIENDLY RELATIONS CAN BE ESTABLISHED BETWEEN 
THE TWO COUNTRIES, TO THE GREAT ADVANTAGE OF BOTH. 

AZIZ WAS QUOTED AS ADDING THAT "NEEDLESS TO SAY, WE CAN 
SUCCEED IN DOING SO ONLY ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT 
EACH COUNTRY WILL RESPECT THE SOVEREIGNTY AND TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY OF THE OTHER AND WILL NOT INTERFERE IN THE 
OTHER S INTERNAL AFFAIRS." 

3. MANSUR DISCOUNTED SIGNIFICANCE OF EARLIER RETORT 
TO WAHID ABDULLAH MADE IN LAHORE SEPTEMBER 26 BY GOP 
HOME MINISTER ABDUL QAYYUM KHAN, WHICH WAS THE SUBJECT 
OF SHARP REBUKE BY GOA (REFTEL). MANSUR SAID THAT 
ALTHOUGH HE WAS A MEMBER OF THE GOVERNMENT, QAYYUM ON THIS 
OCCASION WAS SPEAKING AS A POLITICIAN. (HOME MIN'S SPEECH 

WAS GIVEN DURING INAUGURATION OF HIS PARTY'S LAHORE 
PROVINCIAL OFFICE) AND THAT THE FIRST THAT MFA HAD KNOWN 
ABOUT HIS REMARKS WAS WHEN THEY READ ABOUT THEM IN THE 
NEWSPAPERS. (THESE REPORTED A MUCH MILDER VERSION OF 
QAYYUM'S COMMENTS THAN THAT REFUTED BY GOA. AS CARRIED 
IN SEPTEMBER 27 PAKISTAN TIMES, THEY INCLUDE USUAL 
POINTS ABOUT LACK OF DEMOCRACY AND CONSTITUTION IN 

AFGHANISTAN AND ABSENCE THERE OF REAL JUDICIARY. AFGHAN 
MFA'S REPORT THAT QAYYUM "CONFESSED TO CONCENTRATION OF 
PAK ARMED FORCES IN PUSHTUNISTAN AND BALUCHISTAN" APPEARS 
TO BE INACCURATE RENDITION OF QAYYUM'S STATEMENT THAT 
GOP HAS EFFECTIVE CONTROL OVER DURAND LINE THROUGH CIVIL 
ARMED FORCES MANNED BY TRIBESMEN OF THE AREA.) 

4. WHILE ACKNOLLEDGING WAHID ABDULLAH'S MODERATE UNGA 
LINE, MANSUR CALLED ATTENTION TO USE BY GOA OF OTHER 
INTERNATIONAL FORUMS TO PRESS ITS PAKHTUNISTAN CLAIM. 

HE CITED EXAMPLE OF CIRCULATION BY AFGHAN DELEGATION TO 
KATHMANDU UNESCO CONFERENCE OF MAP SHOWING PAKISTANI 
TERRITORY AS PAKHTUNISTAN. (FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN 
SAID IN STATEMENT OCTOBER 3 THAT THE ACT "CONSTITUTED 
YET ANOTHER INSTANCE OF AFGHANISTAN’S GROSS AND FUTILE 
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INTERFERENCE IN PAKISTAN'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS" AND STORY 
HAS BEEN GIVEN FRONT PAGE BLLNG AND EDITORIAL COVERAGE 
OVER LAST FEW DAYS.) 

5. ON OTHER PAK-AFGHAN ISSUES, MANSUR AHMED AGAIN GAVE 
AS SOMEWHAT FEWER THAN 1,000 NUMBER OF PEOPLE WHO HAD 
IN PAST WEEKS COME OVER TO PAKISTAN FROM AFGHANISTAN 
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BECAUSE OF POLITICAL OR ECONOMIC PROBLEMS. (NUMBER 
ALLEGEDLY DOES NOT INCLUDE REGULAR SEASONAL MIGRANTS.) 

HE SAID PARS WERE SEEKING TO DISCOURAGE FURTHER MOVEMENT 
OF REFUGEES. HE DID NOT MENTION (AS NWFP CHIEF MIN HAD 
LAST MONTH TO NEA/PAB DIRECTOR CONSTABLE AND PESHAWAR 
CONSUL EVERTS)ANY SPECIAL FACILITIES BEING ESTABLISHED 
FOR THESE REFUGEES, AND THE NUMBER HE SAID HAD CROSSED 

OVER WAS CONSIDERABLY FEWER THAN CHIEF MIN HAD ALLEGED 
WAS INVOLVED. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT PROPAGANDA LEVEL 

REMAINS HIGH ON OOTH SIDES. THOUGH HE SEEMED LESS CON- 
CERNED ABOUT DISGUISED PERSONAL ATTACCS IN VILATION 
OF JUNE 10 ACCORD THAN MFA OFFICIALS HAD LAST MONTH. 

HE SAID THAT NO FURTHER SIGNIFICANT MOVES IN PAK-AFGHAN 

RELATIONS WERE EXPECTED UNTIL SUPREME COURT MAKES RULING 

ON NATIONAL AWAMVI PARTY BAN (EXPECTED THIS MONTH) OUT 
NOTED THAT GOA HAS NOW BEEN DISABUSED OF FALSE NOTION 
THAT DECISION FAVORABLE TO NAP WOULD LEAD TO IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF PARTY LEADERS INCLUDING WALI KHAN. 

BYROADE 
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